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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 1055 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, BC 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA NATIONAL FRONT (BNF) ON ATTACK 

REF: A. GABORONE 452 NOTAL 

B. GABORONE 961 NOTAL 

C. GABORONE 1016 NOTAL 

D. GABORONE 1053 

1. PRESIDENT OF OPPOSITION BOTSWANA NATIONAL FRONT (BNF) 

BATHOEN GASEITSIWE HAS PUBLICLY DENIED HE SUPPORTED GOVERNMENT'S 
NEW POLICY ON TIBAL GRAZING LANDS IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE A 
CONTINUING SERIES OF BNF MOVES AGAINST PRESIDENT KHAMA'S 
RULING BOTSWNA DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 

2. BNF LEADERS WERE APPARENTLY INVOLVED IN INSTIGATING RECENT 
LABOR DISORDERS AT SELEBI-PIKWE (SEE REF D). ON AUGUST 6 
BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS CARRIED STATEMENTS BY REX NDZINGE, 

DEPUTY LEADER BNF, ACCUSING GOVERNMENT OF UNDULY TAKING SIDES 
WITH MANAGEMENT IN THE SELEBI-PIKWE LABOR DISPUTE AND CALLING 
FOR A COMMISSION OF INQUIREY FROM THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
ORGANIZATION. 
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3. COMMENT: PRESIDENT KHAMA HAS BEEN CONCERNED FOR SOME 

TIME ABOUT BNF RESORTING TO UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS TO GAIN POWER. 
HE PUBLICLY WARNED IN MARCH THAT BNF WOULD RESORT TO SUCH 
SEDITIOUS ACTS AS ASSASSINATIONS AND SABOTAGE TO TOPPLE THE 
GOVERNMENT AND FORCE THE PEOPLE OF BOTSWANA TO VOTE THE BNF 
INTO POWER. OVER THE PAST YEAR THE BNF HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN 
FORMENTING ANTI-WHITE SENTIMENTS EVEN BY PERSONAL ATTACKS ON WHITE 
CITIZENS IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

4. PRESIDENT KHAMA HAS MADE IT QUITE CLEAR THAT GOB WILL 
MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER AND WILL TAKE DRASTIC ACTION AGAINST BNF 
LEADERS UNLESS THEY CEASE ACTIVITIES WHICH THE PRESIDENT APPARENTLY 
REGARDS AS SUBVERSIVE. 
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